

















THEIR UNSPOKEN CREDO:

that there was convincing evidence of a
nuclear weapons program in Iraq and of
ties between Saddam and al-Qaeda. On
the verge of the war, a strong majority of
the American public had come to believe
these things were true, and also that Sad-
dam was responsible for 9/11, something
administration spokespeople like Cheney
never asserted outright but frequently
implied. (Ironically, during the 1990s
Cheney’s wife, Lynne, wrote a book
called Telling the Truth, in which she
inveighed against postmodern theories
which hold that reality is not an objective
a priori framework but is socially con-
structed by those who hold power. More
ironically, every chapter begins with a
quote from George Orwell.)

George W. Bush, despite having
attended Andover, Yale, and Harvard, is
a remarkably uneducated man, so it is
unlikely that he knows very much
about the political philosopher Leo
Strauss. Plenty of people in his admin-
istration and the American right wing
do, however, and adhere strongly to his
amoral and chilling notions. These
people include, among others, Deputy
Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz
(who studied under Strauss at the Uni-
versity of Chicago), one of the fore-
most advocates of the Iraq invasion
(“We are looking at a country that can
really finance its own reconstruction,
and relatively soon”), and Abram Shul-
sky, head of the aforementioned OSP

(who once penned an essay called “Leo
Strauss and the World of Intelligence”).
In an article on Alternet entitled “Leo
Strauss’ Philosophy of Deception,” Jim

Lobe has written:

It is hardly surprising why
Strauss is so popular in an
administration obsessed with
secrecy, especially when it comes
to matters of foreign policy. Not
only did Strauss have few qualms
about using deception in poli-
tics, he saw it as a necessity.
While professing deep respect
for American democracy,
Strauss believed that societies
should be hierarchical—divided
between an elite who should
lead, and the masses who should
follow. But unlike fellow elit-
ists like Plato, he was less con-
cerned with the moral charac-
ter of these leaders. According
to Shadia Drury, who teaches
political science at the Univer-
sity of Calgary, Strauss believed
that ‘those who are fit to rule
are those who realize that there
is no morality and that there is
only one natural right—the
right of the superior to rule
over the inferior.’

This dichotomy requires “perpetual
deception between the rulers and the

ruled,” according to Drury.

Perpetual Deception—the unspoken
credo of the Bush administration? See

for yourself in the pages ahead. #
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